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Appendix VIII:  
Copyright 

A. Definitions 
1. Copyrightable Materials 

Under federal copyright law, copyright protection subsists in "original works of authorship 

fixed in any tangible medium of expression, now known or later developed, from which 
they can be perceived, reproduced, or otherwise communicated, either directly or with 

the aid of a machine or device." 17 U.S.C. §102.  Copyright exists from the moment of 

creation of the work.  Copyright protects the expression of an idea, but not an idea 
itself.  Works of authorship include the following categories: 
a. literary works, such as books, journal articles, text books, laboratory manuals, 

lectures, computer programs, monographs, glossaries, bibliographies, study guides, 

syllabi, work papers, unpublished scripts, lectures, and programmed instruction 
materials; 

b.  musical works, including any accompanying words; 

c. dramatic works, including any accompanying music, live video and audio broadcasts; 
d. pantomimes and choreographic works; 

e. pictorial, graphic, and sculptural works, including works of fine, graphic, and applied 
art, photographs, prints, slides, charts, transparencies and other visual aids; 

f. motion pictures and other audiovisual works, such as films, videotapes, videodiscs 

and multimedia works; 
g. sound recordings, such as audiotapes, audio cassettes, phonorecords and compact 

discs; and 
h. architectural works. 

 

2. Exclusive Rights 
Subject to certain limitations contained in the Copyright Act, the owner of a copyright has 

the exclusive right to do the following: 
a. to reproduce copies of the copyrighted works; 

b. to make derivative works based on the copyrighted works; 
c. to distribute copies of the copyrighted works to the public by sale or other transfer of 

ownership, or by rental, lease, or lending; 

d. to perform the copyrighted works publicly; and 
e. to display the copyrighted work publicly.  
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creative works to the University as soon as possible after creation.  The Dean of the 

Graduate School/Director of Research, assisted by the Director of Research Services and 
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